Inference and Deduction

Dictionary Definition: 

Deduction – To make a judgement about something based on the information you have. 

‘I deduced she was married from the ring on her finger.’

Uses subtle clues within the text for meaning making. 

Literacy Example:

A man was standing in the doorway. He looked out and put up an umbrella. 

Question: what was the weather like? (deductive question)

Answer deduced from the actions of the character. He put up his umbrella.

Dictionary Definition:
Inference – To form an opinion/hypothesis that something is probably true because of other information that you already know.  

‘It would be wrong to infer that people who are over weight are just greedy.’

Read between the lines. Inference uses prior knowledge, personal engagement and clues scattered throughout the text.

Literacy example from: ‘The Miracle of Jonathan Toomey’

Near the beginning of a story we find out the main character’s wife and child died a few years ago.

In the middle of the story at the main character’s home another character sits in a chair that is not normally used by somebody else. 

The man shouts ‘Nobody sits in that chair!’ 

Question: Why did he shout? (Inferential question)

The reader could infer that the chair might have belonged to his wife which made him upset. 

This inference could lead the reader to think the action of the other character sitting in the chair has brought back painful memories for the main character.

All this is inferred. It is not as obviously deducible as the first example because the clues are laid through the text.  More complex reasoning is required for inference. 

