
Phonics and 
reading workshop

How to support your child at home



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised

Our school has chosen Little Wandle

Letters and Sounds Revised as our

systematic, synthetic phonics (SSP)

programme to teach early reading

and spelling.

This approach is used at the infant 
school in Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2.



Our school is using Little Wandle Rapid 

Catch-up Programme to support pupils not 

currently reading at age-related expectations in 

Year 3 and above. The programme has a fast 

pace, so the children can access the curriculum 

and enjoy reading as soon as possible.



• We have 6 phonics 
intervention groups in school.

• Children are placed using the 
Little Wandle assessments.

• We currently have groups 
from phase 2-5 running in 
school.

• These groups are taught daily 
with 2 specific sound teaching 
sessions and 3 reading 
practise sessions

How we are supporting your children 
in school – Rapid Catch-up



Reading practice sessions:

• are timetabled three times a 
week.

• children read the same book 
three times in a week .

How do we teach reading in books?



Reading a book and chatting 
had a positive impact a year 
later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and 
sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension 
skills.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child



• Your child should be able to 
read their book without your 
help.

• If they can’t read a word, read 
it to them.

• Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



The number of books your child has 
encountered by the age of six is a 
positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

This benefit comes from:

Adults reading to children and children 
enjoying books simply by looking at 
them and talking about them.

Why does reading together 
every day matter?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.



Studies show that it’s the enjoyment and 
chat that matters! 

The more you chat together about the book 
and things that interest your child, the more 
impact it has.

You don’t even have to read the words on the 
page – talking about the pictures is just as 
important.

If you can read the words, then use your voice 
to make them come alive. It will help your child 
understand the book even better.

Does it matter how we 
read with our children?



Use your home language. 

It is better for your child to hear expert talk 
from you in your language. 

Many studies tell us it is the back-and-forth 
talk between adults and children when they 
are sharing books that makes the difference to 
children’s language and comprehension.

This impact will translate to better language 
and comprehension for your child in English.

Does it matter which language 
we use?



Let your child be the boss of the books 
they choose. Enjoyment really matters.

Comics, information books, magazines, story 
books, picture books, poems and leaflets are 
all great for sharing.

Catalogues are fun to share and talk about 
too.

Does the type of book matter?



Repeated reading of books is really 
beneficial for children. It helps them 
memorise parts of stories, words and 
phrases too.

Knowing a book or poem by heart is fun and 
powerful for children, they can ‘read’ the story 
with you, or join in with words of phrases.

If you really want to mix it up, offer another 
book alongside the much-loved favourite!

What if they always want 
to read the same book?



• To access the correct phonics books, please follow these steps through the 
school website:

• https://www.westbyfleetjunior.org.uk/page/?title=Home+Learning&pid=407

• Once you are on the home learning page, your child needs to login. The login 
details are:

• child@wbjs.co.uk password: wbjs

• Scroll down the side to the bottom to ‘Phonics resources’

• Click on the pdf and follow the link to the book and read.

Accessing the correct reading books

https://www.westbyfleetjunior.org.uk/page/?title=Home+Learning&pid=407
mailto:child@wbjs.co.uk


Each book has advice on what 
to do before and after reading

Your child will have completed three 
reads of this book already at school.

They go home with the same book in 
order to increase their fluency and 

understanding.

Their phonics teacher will write in 
their reading record which book they 

should focus on that week.



• You still have an important role to play in 
supporting your child to become a lifelong 
reader.

• Continue to listen to your child read 
(reading with your child).

• It will support them to develop their 
reading fluency, their prosody, and their 
confidence.

After Rapid Catch-up



• Read to your child. 

• It will develop their language and 
vocabulary.

• It shows them that reading is important to 
you and encourages them to read for 
pleasure.

After Rapid Catch-up



ANY 
QUESTIONS?


