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West Byfleet Junior School
Young Carers Policy





Introduction 
At West Byfleet Junior School we are committed to supporting Young Carers whose lives may be affected by the role they play in looking after a family member. We respect them for what they do and we will work hard to ensure they have full access to education and will provide pastoral support in order to relieve them of some of the emotional worries they may have as they perform tasks and responsibilities beyond their age. 
At WBJS we support young carers by:
  Providing a named member of staff with a lead responsibility 
 Including issues around disability, mental health and young carers in PSHE lessons 
 Avoid stigmatisation or labelling and provide guidance on anti bullying 
 Have an agreed confidentiality policy which includes statements on child protection
  Ensure we think about sensitives and differences around cultural needs
  Provide staff training
  Ensure good transition arrangements at KS1 -2 and KS2-3
  Ensure inter agency work to support young carers 
  Ensure regular evaluation of the provision for young carers. 
At WBJS we believe that all children and young people have the right to an education, regardless of their home circumstances. 
Who are Young Carers?
 Young carers are children and young people whose lives may be affected by looking after someone at home. They are carrying out tasks and responsibilities, which are additional to those appropriate for their age. The person they look after may have one or more of the following:
  Physical disability
  Mental health issues
  Learning difficulties
  Alcohol or drug abuse
  Long term illness

 Young carers responsibilities may include:
  Personal care
  Shopping
  Giving medications
  Paying bills
  Looking after siblings 
  Emotional support 
 Housework 
Young carers can feel tired, worried or isolated. Their social life is often restricted with few opportunities for fun and after school activities. Factors which may indicate that a young person is caring include:
  Illness or disability in the family 
  Being late or absent
  Assuming a parental role to siblings
  Poor concentration and tiredness
  Below academic potential
  Uncompleted homework
  Isolation from peers or trouble interacting with peers
  Not making use of school activities
 
We have designated two members of staff, Mrs Segal and Mrs Clark who have specific responsibility for young carers.
We teach explicit lessons about young carers in PSHE 
We ask parents to inform the school if children are acting as young carers. 
We offer a young carers group weekly for support 
 We arrange termly outings for young carers 
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