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Introduction

At West Byfleet Junior School a Collective Act of Worship will be organized on a daily basis for all children within the school and will normally take place within a whole school assembly . 

The school recognizes that children will come from different religious backgrounds. We respect the right of any parent to withdraw their child from any assembly at any time.

Assembly Themes

Throughout the year assembly themes have been planned for delivery by the team delivering Collective Worship. The current themes are listed in the Appendix. The children will be asked to reflect on these themes throughout the week. Each week the theme is accompanied by an appropriate choice of music, which also provides an opportunity for reflection. A record is made of all assemblies and this is kept in a record file in the Headteacher’s office.

In addition to acts of worship, assemblies will be used to recognize and celebrate achievement.

Atmosphere

We believe that it is essential that each act of Collective Worship creates the right atmosphere. Children will be expected to arrive in assembly silently ready to reflect upon the theme of the assembly. Music will be played on their arrival. It is also expected that adults remain quiet when arriving for assembly.

Prayer

At the end of the assembly there will be a prayer. Children will be invited to join in with the prayer at the end of assembly if they wish to do so.

Attendance

Teaching staff will attend three out of five assemblies in the week. The pattern of  assemblies will be as follows:

Monday-Whole School Assembly led by Headteacher

Tuesday-Whole School Assembly led by Senior Teacher

Wednesday-Whole School Assembly led by Headteacher

Thursday-Whole School Assembly led by Deputy Headteacher

Friday-Whole School Assembly led by Headteacher or class.

At times other adults, ministers, Governors or church groups may be invited to lead assembly.

Class assemblies

Each class will take  a class assembly each term with parents invited. All children should take an active part in the assembly and over a year have a balance of speaking and acting parts. Each class assembly should follow a theme connected with a topic being covered, and R.E or moral theme and aim to finish with a prayer.

